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Statement of the Executive Committee of ILRS – Stockholm October 24, 2010  

Human Rights include freedom of religion 
 

Currently the role of religion in Europe’s society is highly debated. It is striking how inflamable the 
matter still is. And it is equally striking that we need a fresh public debate on freedom of religion in 
Europe. 

A recent expression of this theme is the speech held on Oct 3, by German President Christian Wulff at 
the occasion of 20 years of German reunification. Wulff said: "Islam now belongs also to Germany." 
There are in Germany and Europe millions of Muslims and Wulff’s statement may appear self-evident. 
But it is not. Many have criticised Wulff and to our surprise they maintain that only Christianity and 
Judaism belong in Europe. 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam were created far away from Europe. These interpretations of life’s 
religious aspects were brought here with migrants, missionaries and merchants, and in some cases with 
armies. Religions are not separate entities that live their own lives but are expressed via individuals, 
institutions and intertwined in culture and art. They can reflect the worst and the best in mankind. These 
religious narratives have guided mankind for millennia, and still they retain their ability to stir our inner 
strings.  

In the ILRS religious people of all faiths unite. It is our conviction that the current debate reflects an 
urgent need that religious people stress that all human beings are created in the image of God. This is a 
good basis for social justice and reconciliation between people – which is what the ILRS strives to bring 
about. The ILRS renounce the use of religions for oppression people, and the attempts of extreme 
secularists to demonize Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other faiths. Religion has an empowering and 
liberating capacity for people. Switserland  

Let us not use our religious traditions to legitimize our own shortcomings and human cruelty. Instead, 
let us abide with the Universal declaration of Human Rights, which include freedom of religion. Had 
Europe already accepted the idea of freedom of religion, German President Christian Wulff would not 
have been criticised, but applauded.   

ILRS President Cecilia Dalman Eek <cecilia.dalmaneek@vgregion.se> 
 
 
 
 
The International League of Religious Socialists has members in Austria, the Dominican Republic, Finland, 
Germany, Great Britain, Netherlands, Norway, South-Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switserland and the United States. 
Most members have a relationship with the Social Democratic party in their country. 


