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Triennial Report 2009-2012 of the Executive Committee 
 

 

In accordance with the Work plan, adopted by the Cordoba Congress in 2009, the main aims for the 

Executive Committee were to increase the political relevance of the ILRS member organisations and 

of ILRS itself, and to strengthen the contacts between active people of our member organisations.  

 

The ILRS is a too unique and precious structure for only meeting each other once in three years with 

some Executive Committee meetings in between. We – EC, ILRS member organisations and their 

active people – should have greater aspirations. But money and time restrict our ambitions. The ILRS 

is a low budget organisation with a financial reach out of some 2000 Euros (2600 USD) a year 

(membership fees). And the members of the Executive Committee do their ILRS work on a voluntary 

base.  

 

So from our first EC meeting, in Cordoba after the Congress was finished, the new ILRS president 

Cecilia Dalman Eek was seeking for some sponsoring.  

Her organisation, our Swedish ILRS member Socialdemokrater för Tro och Solidaritet (STS), 

previously Broderskapsrörelsen), had already made available that their international secretary Ulf 

Carmesund could spend a part of his time on ILRS work. The EC is greatly thankful for this.  

 

Project ‘Mobilising the (global) religious left’ 

In the next EC meeting, in February 2010 in Vienna, we discussed a proposal, prepared by STS, to ask 

the Swedish Olof Palme International Center for funding for a project to promote and support 

Religious Socialist groups in left wing political parties in Asia, Africa and Latin America. As 

provisional theme we decided on „mobilising the (global) religious left‟.  

A working group from the EC was installed to prepare a conference. Olof Palme Center granted 

funding, so that we could reimburse travel and accommodation costs for some 13 European and four 

intercontinental participants.  

 

The conference was held in The Hague (Netherlands) and we had 21 participants: 2 from the 

Philippines, 1 from South Africa, 13 from Europe and 5 from within the Netherlands. Contacts in 

Latin American countries did not produce participants in the end.  

(The place of venue of our conference was some hundred meters from the International Criminal 

Court. Participants who‟s flight back was late on Monday, had an excursion at the ICC.) 

 

We produced a special report on the conference. It is part of  the 2012 ILRS Congress documents and 

it is also found on our congress website http://ilrscongress.wordpress.com/. The findings, conclusions 

and proposals of the conference you will find in chapter 2 (page 5-7).  

The nature of the conference was particularly to explore the theme and the tings ILRS and our member 

organisations could do. The next step in the project is the triennial 2012 Congress in Stockholm, with 

the theme “How can we mobilise the religious left?” 

 

This conference, its preparations and its aftermath were the biggest action of the EC in the past three-

year period. It inspired us as EC and the participants, and it coloured our other activities.  

 

Secretary General dropped out 

A big handicap for the functioning of the EC during the last 2½ years was, that Secretary General 

Andrew Hammer stopped his activities in Autumn 2010. He gave as a reason that not the proper 

http://ilrscongress.wordpress.com/
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protocol was followed in the planning of EC meetings. The other EC members did not share Andrew‟s 

critics. Andrew did not show up anymore at EC meetings and did not react at all anymore on e-mails, 

phone voice messages or snail mail letter.  

The EC decided not to make its functioning dependent on  the SG being active or not. Other EC 

members took upon them SG tasks on an ad hoc basis. 

 

One of the problems of the SG‟s eclipsing that we did not have access anymore to editing our ILRS 

website. Andrew has the codes as webmaster, but is also owner of the provider which hosts the 

website. We decided to abandon the existing site www.ilrs.org and to build as new one. For the June 

2012 Congress we use already a new site: ilrscongress.wordpress.com. 

Later we heart from the coordinator of RSC-DSA, our ILRS member in the USA, that they have the 

same problem: Andrew, being webmaster and owner of their website, not reacting anymore. 

 

 

ILRS Workplan 2009-2012 

 

The ILRS Workplan that was adopted at the Cordoba Congress, consisted of 4 chapters.  

 

1) New members, old relationships; building a 21st Century ILRS 

Goals: Receive 5 new member organisations by 2012; Broaden our contacts; Re-examine the 

structure of the ILRS and the health of its member organizations. 

 

Broadening our contacts have led to a new aspirant membership of ILRS and revived a dormant 

membership. But receiving five new member organisations came out to be too ambitious. Contacts 

during meetings of the Socialist International have been fruitful in the past, but our officer visiting SI 

meetings normally, the Secretary General, stopped his activities in 2010. 

 

CRA-ANC 

The Commission for Religious Affairs of the African National Congress (ANC), the governing 

party of South Africa, became a member of the ILRS in our Lucerne Congress in 2003. But after 

retirement of the current leadership of the commission, the contacts were lost. They even never had 

paid the fee to the ILRS. Through contacts of our Swedish member “Socialdemokrater för tro och 

solidaritet” (STS, before Broderskap), we could revive the relationship on a high level. The Chief 

Whip of the ANC in the South African Parliament, Dr. Mathole Motshekga, attended our conference 

on Mobilising the global religious left in October 2011 in The Hague. He also intends to participate in 

our Stockholm Congress this month.  

 

Philippines 

Also through STS, we got in contact with– Akbayan Citizens' Action Party from the Philippines. 

Two high ranked officers of Akbayan participated in our conference in The Hague. The intention is to 

become an ILRS member.  

 

CSM  

CSM, the Christian Socialists Movement in the UK, has been for decades an active member of 

ILRS, with a member in the EC. In 2009 CSM changed leadership and decided to abandon for the time 

being their international work. “All our expenditure will be focussed on growing the CSM throughout 

the UK,” David Canning e-mailed to us. They did not send an official delegation to our Cordoba 

Congress in 2009. CSM did not terminate her ILRS membership, but stopped to pay the fee. Through 

informal contacts, we tried to revive the relationship, but up to now without success. The EC decided 

to keep looking for opportunities to make clear to CSM that the door of ILRS stays open to them. 

 

 

RSC-DSA 

Our SG Andrew Hammer was the main contact with the ILRS member in the USA, the Religion & 

Socialism Commission of the Democratic Socialists of America. After losing the contact with 
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Andrew, we got new contacts. They group informed us that the group  still exist but is „dormant‟. We 

will stay in contact.  

 

With the formal member organisations in Hungary and Italy, we lost contact years ago already.  

The Christian Socialist group of the Magyar Szocialista Párt (MSzP), the former communist party 

but for many years now a member of Socialist International, became ILRS member in 2000 during our 

Budapest Congress. But later the group got quarelling and felt apart. The party itself did not react on 

our e-mails and faxes.  

The Italian movement ‘Christiano Sociali’ became ILRS member in 2003 at the Lucerne Congress. 

There the Congress participant paid the free on the spot, but soon later left the movement. The 

contacts he gave us, did not react or did not know about ILRS.  

 

In Switzerland we have the German speaking ILRS member RESOS (Religiös-Sozialistischen 

Vereinigung der Deutschschweiz). Besides RESOS there is also a French speaking Religious Socialist 

group, Comité de la Fédération romande des socialistes chrétiens FRSC. A delegate from this 

group attended our Cordoba Congress and said that his organisation was interested in joining the 

ILRS. SG Andrew Hammer reported in our EC meeting in February in Vienna, the last one he visited, 

that the group had requested for and received an application for membership. Later Treasurer Johan 

van Workum tried to take over the contact and sent several people of FRSC an application form in 

French, but they did not react.  

 

The visits of EC members to (annual) meetings of the member organisations were limited. Treasurer 

Johan van Workum attended the congress of our Swedish member Broderskaprörelsen/ 

Socialdemokrater för Tro och Solidaritet (STS) in Uppsala in June 2011 and the annual meeting of the 

German „Bund der Religiösen Sozialistinnen und Sozialisten Deutschlands (BRSD) in October 2011 

in Lage Hörste. 

 

During our EC meeting of October 2010 in Stockholm, we visited there Kista folk high school. It is 

the first Muslim folk high school in Sweden and a powerful tool for change and for integration. Many 

who study here are women. The school could be used by ILRS as an example for other countries, said 

Head Master Abdulkader Habib, active member of Broderskap and participant of our Cordoba 

Congress. He also chairs the Muslim network of the Swedish Social Democratic Party.  

 

2. How to become politically relevant? ILRS Political Support for Member Organisations 

Goals: ILRS political manual or report, expanding on 2006 report; How to assist our MOs in 

their own political work if possible; How to interest MOs in such a dialogue with the ILRS. 

 

A regular point on the agenda of ILRS meetings – both EC, congresses and conferences – linking and 

learning between the member organisations by exchanging information about recent experiences, 

programmes, methods and the actual political situation in the countries. The situation and the activities 

differ from country to country – and so does the political relevance of the ILRS member organisations.  

 

The project „Mobilising the religious left‟ also aims to stimulate the members and support them. The 

conference in October 2011 in The Hague therefore started with a session of exchanging experiences.  

 

The negative debate in Europe about the role of religion in society, focusing on the Islam, brought the 

EC in her meeting of October 2010 in Stockholm to publish a statement. “Human Rights include 

freedom of religion,” says the statement. “The ILRS renounce the use of religions for oppression 

people, and the attempts of extreme secularists to demonize Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other 

faiths. Religion has an empowering and liberating capacity for people.” The full statement can be 

found on our congress website http://ilrscongress.wordpress.com/. 

 

3. Interfaith work within and between the ILRS, its MOs, and others 
Goals: To increase and examine possibilities for dialogue and interaction between our MOs, 

the ILRS, and socialist communities of different faiths, with the goal of genuine inclusion. 

http://ilrscongress.wordpress.com/
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This point form our Workplan has got a lot of attention in the October conference of 2011. The 

conference stated that ILRS should contribute to a global interfaith dialogue about fundamental values 

that are relevant for politics.  

Some other conclusions:  

* ILRS member organisations have the potential to be a bridge between the faith communities 

(churches etc.) in our own countries. They can contribute to contacts between faith communities and 

government/politicians about the public issues of faith. They can become active in already existing 

advisory councils of regular contacts between politicians and religious leaders.  

* Churches in our countries are often more connected with the life of poor people than our political 

parties. They have their own infrastructure („caritas‟, diaconal activities). By organising talks between 

our parties and churches, the parties can share the knowledge in the churches about the life of people 

in poverty in our own countries. 

* Also on town level, contacts between the municipality authorities and churches, mosques etc. are 

useful. Our groups could facilitate or stimulate those contacts – from both sides: party and church or 

mosque or other faith community. 

 

4. Congress 2012: Stockholm or Washington 
Goals: Establishing a location and plan for the 2012 ILRS Congress ; To determine the 

possibility and advantages of holding the 2012 Congress in either Stockholm or Washington. 

 

As told above, our triennial congress in 2012 will be in Stockholm. Regarding theme, it is a 

continuation of the project „Mobilising the (global) religious left‟.  

 

The Cordoba Congress also adopted proposals to the Working plan from Sweden and the 

Netherlands, aiming that ILRS should function as a network organisation, organising contacts 

between member organisations to exchange best practices, circulating an updated address list of 

member organisations so that active persons of member organisations can keep contacts with each 

other, and open the website for member organisations to share ideas and successful initiatives with 

others.  

The conference of October 2011 in The Hague was a good example of the implementation of these 

proposals. During the first session the participants from the different member organisations exchanged 

their ideas and work experiences, especially on subjects related to the theme of the conference. 

The report of the conference contains address lists of EC members, member organisations and active 

members the member organisations. This report has been sent to the member organisations and to all 

people who were invited to attend the June Congress in Stockholm.  

 

 

Other activities  

 

Here we mention some other noteworthy activities in the past three years. 

 

The EC considered to become active in the Alliance of Civilisations. In our Cordoba Congress in 

2009 we had a panel discussion on this movement. It should play an  integrating role in tensions on the 

local level between people of different faiths and between secularists an people with a faith, in Europe 

in particular Muslims and others. But the Alliance functions organisationally on a very high level and 

seems to miss the capacity to organise activities on a grass root level.  

Cecilia Dalman Eek, ILRS president, participated in a conference of the European Union on freedom 

of religion in Cordoba in May 2010. The conference was held under the auspices of the UN Alliance 

of Civilizations. One of the themes was: is freedom of religion a group right or is it solely an 

individual right? Switzerland had voted against minarets. How to respond to popular expressions of 

cultural prejudice and xenophobia? that there are such a thing as Are European ideas and ideologies 

threatened by Islam? Or is this fear just a the xenophobic and Islamophobic idea, fed by the gap 

between those who have power and the powerless, thus a matter of equal rights and social justice? 
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Unemployment and inequality are the reasons for conflict – not differences in religion, argued Cecilia 

Dalman Eek in the conference. 

 

In March 2011 the EC of the ILRS, associate member of Socialist International, wrote a letter to SI, 

asking for reform of the organisation. The reason was the ousting from power of the presidents of 

Tunisia, Ben Ali, and of Egypt, Mubarak, during the Arab Spring. Both their ruling parties were 

member of SI for many years, while keeping dictators in power. The list of this type of SI members 

could be made longer. This has to become impossible. “We want the Socialist International to side 

with peoples who strive for political liberty and we want SI provide a toolbox for the political change 

required to reform politics so that peoples can thrive in freedom and liberty. Members in SI shall 

labour to protect international law and take upon themselves the commitment to protect every human 

being‟s Human Rights in their respective countries. “If SI does not reform itself, “we fear SI is 

jeopardizing the legitimacy of social democracy in this crucial junction in world history,” concludes 

the ILRS letter.  

 

 

Executive Committee ILRS 

 

The Executive Committee of ILRS consisted in the term 2009-2012 of president Cecilia Dalman Eek 

(Sweden), vice presidents Maria Hevzy (Norway) and Ricardo Aguado Muñoz (Spain), Secretary 

General Andrew Hammer (USA; not active anymore since October 2010), Treasurer Johan van 

Workum (Netherlands), members Tapio Lampinen (Finland), Matthias B. Lauer (Austria) and Marta 

Axner (Sweden), substitute members Anyes Segura Fernández (Spain) and Josef Haeier (Norway). Ulf 

Carmesund, international secretary of STS (Sweden), served as assistant for the EC. 

 

Traditionally the EC meets once a year in between the triennial congresses. In this period the EC had 

weekend meetings in Cordoba immediately after ending the Congress (October 2009), February 2010 

(Vienna), March 2011 (Amsterdam), October 2011 (The Hague, during conference) and February 

2012 (Stockholm).  

 

8  June 2012 

On behalf of the ILRS Executive Committee, 

 

Cecilia Dalman Eek  

ILRS president. 

 


